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ambitious program. And yet, should we be astonished
that they have laid claim to regions which geographi-
cally, historically, and ethnologically are, and have always
been, Armenian! In strict justice can they be refused
the inheritance of their ancestors for the reason that
they are too few in numbers to occupy it, especially when
it is known that it was by murder and assassination that
the Turks created in certain regions a numerical major-
ity in their favor?
Moreover, it must not be forgotten that it is not only
the Armenian population which has been decimated in
the course of the Great "War. The Turkish population
has paid just as heavy a toll. It is, in fact, in the prov-
inces of Asia Minor that the troops sent to the battle-
fields have for the most part been recruited. Epidemics,
privations, famine, very bad sanitary conditions have,
on the other hand, made fearful ravages in the Mussul-
man population. According to German statistics, more
than two million Turks perished in this way during the
war. It follows, that if the Armenian population, which
before the war was in a majority in these provinces, has
been greatly reduced, the Turkish population has di-
minished also in about the same proportion; the balance
between the two elements has therefore not been .per-
ceptibly modified.1 The majority of the population would
be rapidly reestablished in favor of the Armenians, for
all those who have taken refuge abroad or immigrated
nearly everywhere to escape the massacres will return
to their mother country as soon as they shall have the
assurance of living there in safety.
The dream of united Armenia could have been realized
only if the United States had accepted the mandate, for
of the belligerent Powers that country was the least af-
fected by the war, and was in position to undertake so
great a task and to take under their protection a united
1 Consult figures in the Appendix to '' Modern Turkey. *'

